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Nestled within the picturesque green 
setting of the Drentsche Aa national 
landscape, the luxurious Boutique Ho-
tel & Restaurant Erkelens has made 
pure, regional food alongside un-
matched personal service the hallmark 
of their unique character.

Set in the scenic Dutch town of Rolde, 
Boutique Hotel & Restaurant Erkelens 
is located on the line between city and 
nature. The beautiful landscapes of the 
Hondsrug, which was rightfully named 
UNESCO heritage, the Pieterpad and the 
Balloërveld form the peaceful and undis-
covered surroundings of the hotel, with 
the historic towns of Assen and Gronin-
gen being vibrant neighbours. 

With only 25 rooms, Erkelens exudes 
charm in a way that only a small, char-
acteristic boutique hotel can. All rooms 
are equipped with every possible comfort: 
from the extra-large beds made up with 
crisp white linen, to free Wi-Fi, to a classic 
yet modern interior. “At Erkelens, guests 
will still truly experience peace and quiet, 

topped off with a unique type of luxury,” 
begins Agnes Holtjer-Erkelens. Together 
with her husband Jan Erkelens, she has 
been helming this hotel-restaurant for 25 
years. 

The large wooden table in the cosy lobby 
is scattered with newspapers and invites 
for lively conversations between friends 
and family. “Or strangers,” Agnes en-
thuses. “Erkelens embodies a feeling of 
hospitality that makes everyone feel wel-
come.” The restaurant puts a strong focus 
on pure, seasonal products and is known 
for its wide variety of game. Both meat 
and vegetables are organic, mostly lo-
cally sourced and prepared by renowned 
chefs, resulting in honest dishes that have 
gained a reputation of excellence in the 
region. “Some guests first book a table 
at the restaurant, only to afterwards book 
a room in the hotel,” Agnes laughs. All 
employees are trained to become pro-
fessional baristas, something that – com-
bined with the delicious Fairtrade coffee 
and Dallacorte machine – results in the 
perfect cup of coffee. 
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Erkelens’ top standards are reflected by 
the overwhelmingly positive online re-
views, with guests unanimously and con-
tinuously rating the hotel-restaurant as 
one of the best in the Netherlands. But 
no matter how good things are inside, do 
not forget to discover Erkelens’ surround-
ings. The Drentse Museum in Assen will 
please any art aficionado, while golf lovers 
can show their tricks on the extensive golf 
courses nearby. More interested in histo-
ry? Drenthe’s famous dolmens are fasci-
nating to see. Did you know that it was 
Van Gogh himself that called the main 
street in Rolde the ‘Champs-Élysées’ of 
the Northern Netherlands? 

For more information visit;  
www.hotel-erkelens.nl and  
www.hotel-erkelens.com
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